
Livestock Value Chain Profile



Sector Profile 

 Wide variety of Climate types allows for wide range of products .

 Main cattle and sheep breeding region in South Africa

- 21% of South Africa’s cattle, 

- 29% of its sheep

- 34% of South Africa’s wool, 75% of its mohair

- 27% of South Africa’s milk production 



Dairy sector



Wool sector



Red Meat Industry 

• Beef is produced throughout South Africa. 

• The amount of beef produced depends on the infrastructure such as 

feedlots and abattoirs, not necessarily by the number of cattle available in 

those areas. 

• The EC is leading in terms of animal numbers

• However, the same cannot be said for the output
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Sector performance

• EC – Abattoirs
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Red Meat Value Chain





Conclusion

• Eastern Cape and South Africa are net importers of red meat

• The market outlook for red meat locally and globally is positive 

– local deficit -10% and global deficit - 20%. 

• Development of the feedlot industry in the province 

– Complimentary industry – feed industry (grain and Lucerne)

– Supply the high density, developed regions with meat (high value product) and 

not animals 

• Development of the grass-fed beef industry

• Abattoirs operating below capacity

• With the wool  and dairy industry leading – what happens with the 

mature sheep

• The opportunity is at our door step
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